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The editor writes:
In preparing this magazine, I have been very aware that
the next one is not until September, by which time our
daily life will probably have changed again in many ways.
For some people the past few months have been dark
and difficult, but I hope that, as we emerge from
lockdown,  the positive aspects will stay with us, especially
our concern for others, our inventiveness, and our

willingness to adapt.  We continue to be grateful to all our keyworkers and to
everyone who is doing so much to keep things going for the rest of us.

You may notice that the magazine includes an unusual number of pictures taken
by local photographers.  These are filling the spaces that would normally be
reserved for notices about local events and most of them have been taken and
sent to us recently: another positive feature of lockdown!   We also have some
exciting new features this month - see page 8 for details.   Thank you to everyone,
especially Jonathan Barker, who has worked so hard to get these together.

Stay safe and keep well over the summer!

Julia Stutfield

All contributions to this magazine are the sole responsibility of the author and do not imply
or represent any official editorial view or endorsement.

Our cover photo …
was taken by Philip Leach from Forest Hill.  Philip writes:

“Blue tits nest in our garden bird box most years. This shot was taken
on 9th May, about a week before the chicks fledged.

(Sony Alfa 5000 (Interchangeable Lens Digital Camera) with Sony E55-
210 mm lens. ISO 640, 210 mm, f/6.3, 1/1000)”

If you have taken a photo which you think might be suitable for the
cover of the next magazine, please email it to

4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com
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The Four Parishes News Magazine has 10 issues per year and is distributed
free of charge to approximately 850 addresses in Forest Hill, Horton-cum-

Studley, Stanton St John and Beckley.

To advertise in the magazine please email JULIA
adverts.4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

We welcome contributions or notices for future issues.
Please send them to:

Beckley
John Baker   Tel: 01865 351514  johnbaker245@btinternet.com

Forest Hill
Linda Goffey  Tel: 01865 873078  linda@goffey.co.uk

Horton-cum-Studley
Carol Welch Tel: 01865 358122  carol_welch20@hotmail.com

Stanton St John
Sue Baker  Tel: 01865 351449  susanjbaker24@gmail.com

The closing date for the Sep 2020 issue is 15 Aug 2020

The Four Parishes News Magazine is produced under the auspices of our
four village churches for the benefit of the whole community.  It is funded

by advertising revenue, which is used to cover the printing costs.

We are dependent on volunteers to assemble the content, book and invoice
the advertisers, compile and edit the magazine, collect it from the printers

and distribute it throughout the four parishes.  If you are interested in
getting involved, please email Julia at  4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

Recent issues of the magazine are available to view online at
www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes

Editor: Julia Stutfield     Assistant Editor: Jonathan Barker
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Churchwardens
Beckley
Georgina Robson Tel: 01865 351637  gina.robson@virgin.net
Betty Dye   Tel: 07910 356343 betty.dye10@gmail.com

Forest Hill
Jane Walker  Tel: 01865 872399 lyttleton@btinternet.com
Pat Fraser   Tel: 01865 875679 triciaann49@gmail.com

Horton-cum-Studley
Andrew Payne  Tel: 01865 351018 andrewrobertsonpayne@gmail.com
Lynn Whitaker  Tel: 01865 358838 lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

Stanton St John
Sheila Pullen  Tel: 01865 351210 dave.sheila53@gmail.com
Deirdre Young  Tel: 01865 351745 youngdee@live.co.uk

Benefice of Beckley, Forest Hill with Shotover,
Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St John

Ministry Team

Rev’d Anthea Beresford   anthea@gl14.net
Tel: 01865 351839

Rev’d Hugh Lee      hugh.lee@btinternet.com
Tel: 01865 316245

Rev’d Canon Beau Stevenson  beaumont.stevenson@gmail.com

Rev’d Stephanie Bullock   stephaniebullock9@gmail.com

Rev’d Dr. Elizabeth Hoare   liz.hoare@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

Betty Dye LLM      betty.dye10@gmail.com

Canon Prof. Nicholas Orme LLM N.I.Orme@exeter.ac.uk
Tel: 01865 512676
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Church Services in the Four Parishes, Summer 2020
At the time of writing, our village churches are taking the first tentative steps
back to normality by opening for private prayer on one or two days per week.
Each church has a different arrangement, and details are to be found in the
village pages or by contacting a Churchwarden (see list on page 4).

We are sincerely grateful to Rev’d Hugh Lee, who continues to conduct
Communion services at home with his wife Anne on behalf of our Four
Parishes.   Some of us have also been attending services broadcast via the
Zoom videoconferencing app, which are now being offered by a growing
number of churches in the area, including St Mary’s Church, Wheatley and
St Mary’s Church, Great Milton.

Another option is the diocese live-stream Sunday morning service at 10am.
Using the link oxford.anglican.org/livestream, the service can be watched
on Facebook or YouTube and you can also download the order of service
beforehand  or view the service after the event

On Wednesday 1 July, Rev’d Anthea Beresford will be licensed as our new
vicar.  We are really excited at the prospect of welcoming her into our
community, and we greatly look forward to working alongside her, as we
gradually begin to restore old ways of worshipping and to develop new ones.

Sunrise on Church Street, Beckley, by Susy Jepson, April 2019



6

CHURCH NOTICE BOARD
The Rev’d Anthea Beresford will be licensed as our new vicar on 1 July.
We look forward to welcoming her in person as soon as restrictions allow.

A letter from Anthea
Hi everyone

I am sitting at my desk in the Forest of Dean writing
this, on a wet June day. It is the first day of my
holiday! I finished my secular role yesterday and it
was very odd. I went into the office to empty my
desk, to put all necessary paperwork in the
confidential waste bin, and to hand back my office
pass and equipment. I had worked at home in the
morning, having farewell Teams meetings (yes there

is a product other than Zoom to have online meetings through!) with an
ex-boss, my current boss and then my team. It was strange simply saying
our farewells over the computer screens. The day before I had said goodbye
to my colleagues on the senior
management team. As I left the
office, totally alone, having said
goodbye to the facilities manager
who was there to give me access,
I took a photo of the building as a
little reminder, got in my car and
went off to do some food
shopping. There were no faces,
smiling or sad, to take one last
glimpse at, so off I drove. No final lunches with colleagues and friends. A
strange ending in these strange times…

Last Sunday was the last service here in this benefice. This was done over
Zoom as is the case for our Sunday services (we use YouTube for the daily
offices). I led the service, and the leadership team read the readings and
did the intercessions, and my Vicar preached. I got to choose all the
hymns! It was incredibly special, but incredibly sad…and no cake, shared
lunch, or hugs as we parted.
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It is an odd feeling, as I have enormous sadness leaving here – BUT that is
not the end of the story is it, as I am enormously excited to come and to be
with you all. And that cannot happen without leaving this place that I love,
and the people I love and care for here. This has been my home for nearly
20 years, and it would be odd if there were no sad emotions as I complete
the final preparations towards leaving. I love how people have said ‘adieu’
rather than ‘goodbye’, with plans of visits. God led me to this place, and
now, in His timing, He is leading me on to you.

Late last night I read an email attachment introducing me to several of you
in the benefice. It was wonderful to learn a little about some of you, and I
really look forward to meeting those people, as well as the many, many of
you that I know nothing about currently. I hope you too are looking forward
to meeting me! It may well be in a garden, or chatting over a hedge or
fence, but that is fine, these are strange times.

Moving arrangements have gone at a frantic pace as it is only nine days
since I learnt the Vicarage was to be vacant – something I had pretty much
resigned myself would not happen before me starting as your Vicar.
Suddenly the waiting was over, and plans had to be made with great
excitement, and if I am honest, a fair amount of panic! But this is just
another part of the timing in this year-long walk that has worked out
exactly right. So, I keep stepping forward in complete faith that God is in
charge and has everything in hand.

Bertie and I are about to face the elements, having
finished this letter to you; one of the last walks
here in the Forest for a while. I look forward to
finding new 'favourite' walks for us! I am hoping
Bertie finds less mud: he seems a magnet to it! But
important as that is to me, I look forward to
meeting you all, to start building new and lasting
friendships and relationships, and to grow closer
to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, along with you
all, my fellow pilgrims.

In the meantime, keep safe, keep praying, keep seeking.
God bless.

Anthea
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GENERAL
The General section this month includes three new features.  We very
much hope that you will enjoy reading them, alongside regular updates
from The Maple Tree children’s centre, Wheatley Library (when available),
the No Expressway Group, and our local and national politicians.

“Knowing our Neighbours” (page 14)
This is intended to celebrate the range of remarkable people living in
our Four Parishes. Some have extraordinary personal histories, others
are doing interesting and important work in the workplace or as
volunteers. If you know anyone we can feature - in businesses, the
arts, academia, healthcare or any other area - please contact Jonathan
Barker: 4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com. The first article in this series
is about wildlife cameraman Stephen de Vere.

“Notes on the Rural Landscape” (page 16)
A photograph of ‘Shepherd’s Pool’ on the back cover of last month’s
magazine triggered an email from Carla Stanley at Rectory Farm with some
fascinating information about field names so we asked Carla if she would
be willing to contribute a series of articles on the subject and the first one
is on page 16.  Although many of us enjoy and respect the countryside, we
are not really aware of the history and traditions that surround us and we
look forward to learning more about them.

“Have your Say” (page 18)
Finally, on page 18, there is a new feature called “Have Your Say”, which
is an opportunity for villagers to write about an issue or subject of interest,
which they feel passionate about.  We were delighted when Ellie Bussell
approached us to offer some information about the Black Lives Matter
movement and we would like to encourage other people to follow her
example.  It needn’t be political, just something that you want to share
with others, even a poem or a piece of art.  The only catch is that you need
to aim for around 300 words, which is a surprisingly small amount!  Please
send your contributions to Jonathan Barker and Julia Stutfield:
4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com.
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John Howell MP writes…      June 2020
In the last couple of weeks I have been back in Westminster as MPs have
returned to Parliament. With COVID-19 measures in place and a strong
emphasis on social distancing, it is a very different working environment but,
with initial teething problems resolved, it is right that MPs return to continue
the work of scrutinising the Government. Remote systems worked to a point
but there were severe limitations. There is, of course, provision for those
MPs unable to return to continue to work remotely. Others seeking to return
to work will also have to get used to different ways of working as will those
supporting the businesses that can re-open. Most will rise to the challenge
as indeed they have when we entered this crisis. I would like to pay tribute
to all those in our communities who adapted quickly to meet the difficult
circumstances and to meet the needs of the most vulnerable.

I know that schools reopening has been met with different responses. Many
are delighted that some children can return and sorry for those who still
cannot. Others are fearful of children returning. The Government has given
a steer but in the end the decision has been left to Head Teachers who are
best placed to know what is possible within their own schools. I am aware
that this has caused tensions in some places, but I think it is right that Head
Teachers have the final decision on this.

I have always felt that it would be harder to get out of lockdown than it was
to go in. As with schools there are those who are desperate to get back to
work, to re-open their business, and to be able to do all the things that we
used to do. There is no doubt that the lockdown has taken its toll on the
mental health and wellbeing of many people aside from the virus itself.
Government is well aware of this. However, we have to proceed slowly and
rightly be guided by the science. That said, science will always provide a range
of answers and in the end, one has to decide which science to follow. This
is the Government dilemma, and which ever path they choose there will be
criticism. As I said previously, as we move forward together, we will have
different strongly held views and our needs may be very different.

(continued on next page)
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None of us can really know the toll that this situation has taken on the other
so I hope that we can continue to show the generosity of understanding that
has been shown thus far. The road ahead will not be easy.

Finally, with Parliament back in action I welcome the views of constituents
on the various topics and issues before us. On many issues I make comment
on my website so please do have a look. www.johnhowell.org.uk. If you
have an issue that you would like to raise with me, if possible, please email
me at john.howell.mp@parliament.uk. If you cannot email you can write
to me at my constituency office - PO Box 84, Watlington, OX49 5XD. My
staff all continue to work remotely, and all mail is diverted to my
constituency office.

Spotlight on Local Government
Editors’ Note: councillors from all political parties have been invited to
contribute to this new feature, but we can only use what we receive. This
month Liberal Democrat County Councillor Tim Bearder has sent us the
following article.

South Oxfordshire Local Plan: an update
During July and August a national Planning Inspector is holding the
Examination in Public of South Oxfordshire’s Local Plan. This is a statutory
part of the process the District Council has to go through when deciding
where to build houses over its planned period until 2034.

The plan has already been mired in controversy. It was created by the
previous Conservative administration who had signed up to the Oxfordshire
Growth Deal. This is a cross council pledge to build 100,000 houses in
Oxfordshire over the next 14 years. In South Oxfordshire this equates to
around 28,000 houses, predominantly on Green Belt land around Oxford.

But in May 2019 the Conservatives lost 17 seats and the Liberal Democrats
and Greens took control over in a coalition. Their first action was an attempt
to withdraw the local plan and reduce the numbers. Robert Jenrick, the
Secretary of State for Housing, put a holding order on the council preventing
them from discussing the plan or even talking about it publicly. Then after
six months he issued a further directive forcing them to adopt it.

(Continued on next page)
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The plan proposes the building of 1,100 houses to the north of the Bayswater
Brook on Green Belt land owned by Christ Church. This land stretches from
the Marston flyover in the west to
Bayswater Road in the east. It runs
along the immediate north side of the
brook opposite Northway to the east,
Barton Park in the middle and Barton
itself to the east. (The photo shows Cllr
Tim Bearder standing in Elsfield looking
over the proposed site which will cross the
bottom of Beckley Parish, Stanton St John
and into Forest Hill.)

Virtual Hearing Sessions will commence at 10am on Tuesday 14 July and
will be conducted via Microsoft Teams and will run through to Friday 7
August.

Your parish councils will be making representations on your behalf and if
you feel strongly you might want to write to your MP and ask him to speak
out about the plan. After all, when John Howell was first elected he said:
“My position is clear: development should take place to improve Brown Field
sites, and should not take place in the Green Belt. That’s what I stand for.”

* * * * * * * *

Silage cutting in Stanton St John by David Brown
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Oxford-Cambridge Expressway Update
Speaking truth to power
As implied in the last newsletter, the nation might be in, or recovering from,
Covid-19 lockdown but planning the future of the Ox-Cam Arc continues.  In
March and April, consultants WSP carried out a wide ranging Scoping Study
of England's Economic Heartland's (EEH) Regional Transport and Connectivity
strategy for the Arc region. In May, the Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government (MHCLG) called back from its Covid-19 duties the
team working on housing delivery across the Arc.

In an interview with a Parliamentary Constitutional Affairs Committee in
June, Sir John Armitt, Chair of the National Infrastructure Commission (NIC,
whose brainchild the Ox-Cam Arc originally was) commented on the difficulty
of Government Departments working across rather than within silos and
used as an example the Ox-Cam Arc, where the combination of a new road
(an expressway) and up to one million houses was proving challenging.  Sir
John admitted that the expressway plans have 'fallen behind' in our region
of the Arc because of local concerns around Oxford.  The villages around
Oxford are not happy with the fact that a new road should be provided, he
said, and "not a great deal has happened in deciding where the communities
need to be expanded or built".  We wonder exactly why a new road 'should
be provided' and why our communities 'need expanding'.

Sir John Armitt's comments show that the campaign by the No Expressway
Group, NEG, along with others, has had an effect, and has been noticed, at the
highest levels of Government.  We did make a difference and we thank all our
supporters and helpers who contributed to this result in so many ways.

NEG is not against all development but believes it should be in the right place,
at the right scale.  It should involve the affected communities and should
supply houses at prices that are really affordable rather than 'affordable'
according to the official definition; i.e. of 80% of market prices, or rents.  We
continue to campaign for much greater transparency and more community
involvement in decisions that will affect our future and the future of our
countryside for generations to come.

For all the latest news, updates and details of upcoming events please visit
noexpressway.org
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The Maple Tree, Littleworth Road, Wheatley
The Maple Tree is a community charity (registration no. 1174117) based in
Wheatley.  We serve families from Wheatley and surrounding villages,
including Stanton St John, Forest Hill, Horton -cum-Studley and Beckley &
Stowood.  We also oversee the Forest Hill Baby & Toddler Group.

Although The Maple Tree remains closed, we are following Government
guidance very closely to see when and how we may be able to re-open.
We will keep you informed as soon as we have any news.

Don't forget that in the meantime that we are running a remote
programme.  Our Facebook page facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley/
and website www.mapletree.org are very active and there are lots of
fabulous ideas to do at home with your children as well as useful links to
other trusted agencies.

We continue to run interactive Facebook Live sessions on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings at 11am with storytelling, singing (suitable for babies
and children) and ideas for activities for you to do at home - do join us and
request a favourite song or two.

If you or anybody else that you know has given birth during the pandemic,
you are welcome to join one of our new virtual baby groups on a Wednesday
morning for babies born in Oxfordshire since the 1 March 2020.  These groups
are very popular and we try to match parents with other parents from the
same area - we already have over 70 new parents subscribed.  If you would
like to join us for the 10am session, email hayley@mapletree.org.uk and we
will send you a Zoom invite.  You don't even need to switch your camera on if
you don't want to.  We have also run special one off courses such as Traumatic
Birth, Sensory Play and Baby Watching.

If you need any support, do contact us either through our facebook page,
by emailing Hayley or through our web-site.

We have been busy fundraising and applying for grants.  Aviva are currently
running a crowdfunding page where you can nominate The Maple Tree to
receive much needed funds https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/the-
virtual-maple-tree-childrens-centre .  All donations are greatly appreciated.

Stay safe!
Hayley Hayle (Coordinator)
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“Knowing our Neighbours”: Stephen de Vere (see note on p.8)
Award winning wildlife cameraman Stephen came to put his roots down
in Beckley in the summer of 1995 having travelled all over the world.

Six months back packing in
Africa in his early 20's
consolidated a 'growing
up' in which hours were
spent on the River Kennet
and days in the Savernake
Forest near his childhood
home in Wiltshire.  The
touchpaper was finally lit
for him in the watching of
David Attenborough's 'Life

on Earth' and he set off with a Super8 camera into the woods to earn his
ticket into the world of natural history film making.

On the back of a short film made here in the forest he gained a foothold
into the film department at the RSPB and then struck very lucky.  The BBC
were looking for a cameraman prepared to over-winter in an Antarctic
base for 'Life in the Freezer.'  In exchange for his first proper camera - he
said yes and succeeded in capturing the shot he'd been sent for, the male
Emperor Penguin huddled in  -50C with an egg balanced on his feet.  The
shot nearly cost him his life, when Stephen a naturally cautious person,
took a calculated risk in staying five minutes too long out in the blizzard
he was more scared than he'd ever been in his life.   Somehow he did find
the energy, despite the drop in temperature, zero visibility and icebergs
the size of office blocks in his path, back to safety. As he survived - it was
worth it -  and he was awarded an Emmy which further marked this success
and the launching of a career.

The next twenty-five years involved him in further legendary BBC
documentaries sending him quite literally to the other ends of the planet.
Highlights included filming crocodiles in India, condors in the Andes,
mongooses in Kenya, hippos fighting in Zambia and rattle snakes in
California.  The snowy owls he filmed in Alaska for 'Frozen Planet' had a
particular symmetry for Stephen as he had rescued and reared tawny owls
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when he was at school. For the Yellowstone series, which was nominated
for an Emmy he tracked grizzly bears and in Israel he flew in a glider with
migrating storks.

Stephen's ability to capture animals broadened out when he took a year
at Central St Martins School of Art to train in character animation and then
went on to create for example the lethal spiders in 'Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets'.  This development did not come out of the blue,
Stephen had already done three years at Central after leaving school where
he had learnt to draw and paint and perhaps get his eye in for the
atmospheric long lens shots for which he is especially known.

Both these careers as a cameraman and an animator had their drawbacks,
the first was carbon footprint heavy and the second involved working in a
basement in the dark.  For a naturalist and for someone who cares deeply
about the planet neither quite fitted the bill.  So history repeated itself,
Stephen did what he had done as a young man, and went out to the
countryside nearby with a camera just to film what he could see.

This developed into what now exists as a trilogy of local wildlife films that
celebrate the natural world we have on our own doorsteps.  'Through
the Garden Gate' shares a diary of what Stephen found over a year of
walking just in the fields near his house.  'Return to the River' focusses
on his passion for tracking otters and other river dwelling wildlife.
'Summer in the Meadow' looks through a magnifying glass at the
biodiversity in grasses that are allowed to grow naturally.  They are all
inspired by the wealth of nature we have in and around Otmoor and can
be found at BritishNatureFilms.com.

Stephen filmed a blackbird building a nest in the honeysuckle during the
first week of Lockdown and it genuinely gave him as much pleasure and
excitement as capturing the hippos fighting in the Lluangwa river in Zambia
as a freelance cameraman for the BBC.  He fields daily calls about baby roe
deer, confused pigeons or grass snake sightings. From the minute he walks
out of his front door - wherever it is - he's fascinated by everything that
he sees and keen to share with other people every aspect of our
diminishing natural world.

Stephen's latest film is available in Stanton Village Shop while stocks last.



16

“Notes on the Rural Landscape”: Aerodrome Field (see note on p.8)
Not many people may know this, but fields have names as well as fascinating
histories often going back centuries. Rectory Farm’s fields are no exception.
Aerodrome Field is bordered by the Bayswater Road beyond the Stanton
turn and the road to Shepherds Pits.  Anyone going to or from Oxford through
Barton passes it every day, and many people will remember part of it being
used as the Pick Your Own asparagus field between 2000 and 2015. The field
is called Aerodrome because of its alleged use as an airfield by Lord Nuffield,
founder of the Cowley car factory. The soil is very sandy, flat and near Oxford
and Cowley so would have been ideal for landing a few planes during
wartime. It covers about 14.9 hectares or 37 acres in old money with a stony
outcrop on the ridge towards Shepherds Pits.

Depending on their soil and location, different fields are good for growing
different crops or livestock. This year we’re growing feed barley, our earliest
combinable crop, rather than malting barley. Feed barley goes for animal
feed whilst malting barley, which is a different type and makes a higher price,

goes for the
production of beer.
With Covid-19 and the
closing of all the pubs,
this year's beer
production is very
much reduced and so
is the demand for
barley; potentially
more malting barley
will go for animal feed.
The poppies have

come up as result of the field work on field margins; they only grow when
the soil has been turned over, as the seeds need light to germinate.

After the field was used for Pick Your Own and supermarket production of
asparagus, we grew wheat for Warburtons, the bread makers, then new
potatoes, then another crop of wheat before this year's barley. It has
previously grown rye for Ryvita, which reached over 2 metres in height
before harvest.

Barley ripening in Aerodrome, 2020
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In the late 1990's it had outdoor pigs in it until they were panicked by a hot
air balloon going over them. The pilot fired up the balloon burner over the
pigs and the noise caused the pigs to panic and run. They destroyed all their
fencing and some escaped. The field was no longer thought suitable for
pigs after that. Until the new reservoirs were built it was not possible to
grow any crops needing irrigation. Irrigating in this field is not without its
problems: vandals have frequently stolen the batteries of both irrigators
and bird scarers in this field and destroyed the machines. Now we use
sprinklers rather than rain guns because they are more effective, but they
still get vandalised, sometimes every day.

Aerodrome Field was not part of the original Rectory Farm 1954 tenancy
but was taken on from New College after Joe Tompkins, who farmed at
New Inn Farm, gave up his tenancy in the late 1960's. When new fields are
taken over by other farmers the field names are usually kept and so we can
only assume this was the name Joe Tomkins used when he farmed it.

The earliest recorded name of this field, found during the 1960's nationwide
WI survey of field names project, was Burnham Furze 1674. Furze is the
old English word for gorse and there is still gorse to be found in the
Shepherds Pits road hedge of this field. Burnham comes from the old
English burna 'stream' and ham 'homestead'.

Around the field edge there is the remains of a ditch dug out after the field
was invaded by travellers in the late 1980's. There are no hedges from the
corner 200 metres towards Shepherds Pits or most of the way up the
Bayswater Road edge. The hedges were removed in the 1970's when the
Shepherds Pits junction was realigned, and the Bayswater Road
straightened to where it meets the B4027 at the White House. It was
County Council policy to replace removed hedges, however old or
significant, with wooden fences, which have now mostly rotted away. All
that is left on the edge is the last of the windbreaks, mostly birch planted
by us to protect the asparagus from the prevailing south west winds. The
willow windbreaks that were in the field were removed along with the
asparagus.

Carla Stanley, Rectory Farm
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“Have your say”: Ellie Bussell (see note on p.8)
I am a temporary Beckley resident, having taken refuge here for lockdown
Covid with my mum. I used to live in London but was en route to Bristol to
start my new job when covid struck. I wrote to the four parishes magazine
in the hope that they would include some information and resources around
the Black Lives Matter movement and they kindly asked me to write
something so here goes (I should point out I am in no way an expert and this
list is by no means exhaustive).

I know that lots of people will already be donating, learning and helping in
their own ways, I simply hope that this can be a starting point for those who
may not know how to help or where to begin, or who may think that the
Black Lives Matter movement doesn’t apply to them. As a white person this
list focuses on ways in which to be an ally in this time, as that is all I am
qualified and could hope to advise on. Some good ways to help are as follows:

� Donate, many lists are available online but a few organisations are The
Minnesota Freedom Fund, Black Lives Matter, Black Lives Matter UK,
and UK Black Pride to name a few
� Educate both yourself and others (there are many book lists and articles

available online)
� Buy from black-owned businesses, there are lists online of black owned

businesses – help by switching up your shopping habits
� Question your workplace, are your colleagues predominantly white?

Are the senior leadership team predominantly white? Are there things
your workplace can do to support the BLM movement or black
community?
� Sign petitions, checkout the number of petitions available on uk.gov
� Write to your MP, write to your old school and ask for the curriculum

to include black history, write to your CEO to question company policy
� Protest: Not everyone feels safe to protest at these times, but if you

do then protesting is a powerful way to show your support

I am including my email address below, if you would like a list of places to
donate, petitions to sign, templates to your MP, book recommendations
then please email me and I will forward a list.

Ellie Bussell Email: eb12890@my.bristol.ac.uk
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STANTON ST JOHN

Stanton Church
We are delighted that Stanton St John church has been open for private
prayer, contemplation or meditation from 3 - 6pm on Tuesday afternoons
during June, to coincide with the times that Nikki Mallows has kindly
opened College House gardens.   We are extremely grateful to Nikki for her
generosity towards our community.

Stanton St John Parish Council
The Parish Council wishes to advise parishioners that they are working on
a permanent solution to prevent unauthorised occupation of the village
hall car park. In the meantime they will be putting in place temporary
measures to ensure that it remains secure. A public consultation
regarding a longer term solution will take place.

The Parish Council would like to remind all parishioners who drive a
motorised vehicle to be incredibly careful when turning left into Cox Lane
from Middle Road, for any pedestrians, cyclists or other vehicles coming
down Cox Lane.

College House garden, May 2018
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BECKLEY

Beckley Church
Our new vicar
We are looking forward with great pleasure and excitement to the arrival
of our new Vicar, the Rev’d Anthea Beresford, who will be licensed at a
‘virtual’ service on July 1st.  Eventually we shall be able to welcome her at
a live service and a party, but in the meantime we may meet her in the
villages, with her labrador puppy Bertie!

The church is open!
We cannot yet hold normal Sunday services, but  AT LAST THE CHURCH IS
OPEN for private prayer, contemplation or meditation on

Sunday afternoons,   2 to 6pm
Thursday mornings,  9am to noon

Please look at the notices on the church gate, and in the porch, and do
come in.

Beckley and Stowood Parish Council
All PC meetings due to be held at Beckley Village Hall have been cancelled
until further notice.  The PC does not meet in August.  The PC will continue
to function remotely by email to ensure the continuous business of the
Council.  Parish Council information, including planning applications, is
available on the website www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk.  The Clerk’s
email address is clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk if you wish to
contact the Parish Council.

Tennis Court and Playground – The playground remains closed until further
notice.  Our green spaces are still open for permitted daily exercise. The
tennis court is closed for repairs to the surface and will re-open when the
work has been completed. Please follow government guidance and stay at
least two metres apart, and if the open spaces are busy, you should not
use them.  Safety checks will not be carried out during these restrictions.

The Otmoor Flyer – The bus service has been suspended until further notice.

(continued on next page)
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For information on Beckley Village Hall please see
www.beckleyvillagehall.org   The village hall is currently closed until
further notice.

Fix My Street: find and report road or street problems at
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Examples of faults you can report - abandoned vehicles; dog fouling; fly
posting or graffiti; fly tipping or litter; street cleaning, such as broken glass
in a cycle lane; unlit lamp posts; potholes.

Reminder from the Parish Council: Please clean up after your dog and
dispose of bagged waste in the dual-waste litter bin on the playing field.

'BACBS Even More than a Pub programme
Virtual Talks
Sunday 5 July, 6.30-7.30pm: 'Searching for exoplanets and alien extra-
terrestrial life' - Suzanne Aigrain, Professor of Astrophysics, University of
Oxford.

Sunday 19 July, 6.30-7.30pm: ‘Preservation of the Monarch Butterfly:
Saving a Symbol of Mexico’ - Mantina Lopez-Portillo.

We welcome suggestions for future talks. Can you offer a talk, or suggest
someone who might? - please contact mike.jd.hobbs@gmail.com

Walks
To encourage activity during lockdown and beyond, and thereby promote
physical and mental health, we have developed a programme of short and
longer local walks. Most start from The Abingdon Arms, but others from
surrounding villages. All are best followed in conjunction with the small
folding OS map commissioned by BACBS, which is available for sale (price
£4.50) at the pub and both the Stanton St John and Islip Village Shops. We
aim to produce a booklet of the routes, which can be seen on temporary
display at The Abingdon Arms, and also online - where the routes are
shown in more detail - at https://bacbs.org/local-information
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FOREST HILL

News from St Nicolas
The Church is now open on Wednesdays and Sundays from 11am to
6pm for private prayer.  We hope to be able to open every day in the
near future. Please read the notices on the door of the Church and keep
to the protocols of distancing and sanitising, thank you.

The Reverend Anthea Beresford will have joined us by the time you receive
this magazine.  May we take this opportunity to welcome her and wish her
a very happy and enjoyable chapter of her life.

Thank you to all those who have provided plants for the Produce Stall, which
is outside Lyttleton, Main Street, Forest Hill, most Saturday mornings 9am -
5pm.  Your generosity is much appreciated for the funds of St Nicolas Church.

Cream Teas at St Nicolas
We are hoping to recommence this activity on Sunday 26 July, 3 - 5pm.
We shall respect social distancing and hope for a fine day so that we can
be outside in the sunshine.  All being well, the teas will continue on the
fourth Sunday of each month until September, so make a note of the
dates (22 Aug and 27 Sep) in your diary.

Sunrise from a bedroom window in Forest Hill by Thomas Hinks, age 12
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Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council
The Parish Council would like to thank all the kind volunteers who have
offered and given help and support to those people who have been in
self-isolation since the outset of the COVID-19 lockdown. During a very
difficult time the community response has been amazing, THANK YOU!

Due to the virus restrictions the playground on the recreation ground will
remain closed until Government guidelines allow re-opening. A new
children's play tower has been installed in the playground, thanks to a
SODC Councillor grant contributing towards the costs.

Visitors to the Cemetery please adhere to social distancing and take any
litter away with you. Dogs are permitted on a lead but please clear up any
dog mess and take it to one of the dog litter bins in the village.

The Parish Council has continued to conduct council business remotely
during the lockdown.  Government regulations on holding physical
meetings may apply until May 2021 and so meetings will be held virtually
until that time or when the Government lift the regulations. Residents are
welcome to join the meetings. If you would like to attend a meeting via
Zoom or have issues you would like raised on your behalf please contact
the clerk.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 6 August, at 7pm.
Agendas, with planning application details and minutes, will be posted on
www.parish-council.com/foresthillwithshotover/index.asp and on the
main notice board outside the Village Hall

You can contact Helen Cross, the Parish Council Clerk, during the hours
09:00 - 17:00, tel: 0844 884 3328, or email address:
theclerk@foresthillwithshotover-pc.org.uk

Maple Tree Baby and Toddler Group at Forest Hill
The Wednesday afternoon baby and toddler group in Forest Hill village hall
remains closed, but meanwhile The Maple Tree are doing as much as
possible to support parents and carers of young children with online
activities and advice (see page 13 for more details).  We very much hope
to be able to re-open in September.
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HORTON-cum-STUDLEY

St Barnabas
The Covid-19 restrictions are now being slowly lifted. This means that
St Barnabas church will be opened up for individual peace, quiet,
reflection and prayer on Sundays only between 10am and 6pm.  Please
be respectful of anyone else who may also be in the church and keep
to two metre distancing.

AddER (adding extra resilience) group
Although restrictions are easing, don't hesitate to get in touch for
support from the AddER group, either by e-mail on
hortonparishcouncilhelp@gmail.com or phone 07850 004700.

Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council
The Parish Council continues to meet remotely on the 2nd Thursday of each
month. If Parishioners wish to join please email Alexia, who is our Parish
Clerk, at  hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Speeding continues to be an issue, the Parish Council has received
additional funding from Oxfordshire County Council for hand held speed
cameras. These will be used to record speeding and to collect registration
details of speeding vehicles to the Police.

If you would like to volunteer to be part of the speeding awareness group,
can you please send your details to either Alexia or Barbara Jewell at
hcspcjewell@gmail.com.

The Otmoor Flyer - some information from Comet
The Otmoor Flyer will restart to run again on Tuesdays and Fridays for
Horton-cum-Studley and Beckley and on Mondays and Thursdays for Stanton
St John and Forest Hill as usual, BUT ONLY when OCC is satisfied it will be safe
to do so.

The 16-seater Bus will only carry 6 passengers on any one journey, to enable
a social distance.  There will be 3 passengers on each side of the bus Meanwhile,
it is possible for individual persons to book the Bus for essential travel through
Comet.  For more details contact me, Jill Meyjes, on 01865 351496
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Millennium Village Hall
Sadly, the hall remains closed but, in line with government regulations, we
have been able to open the field but not the children's play area. The grass
has been cut and our thanks go to Ken Heathcote from Studley Golf Course
and to David Gibbard. Sam Mitchell has started football training on
Saturday mornings for an Oxford men's group. There are only 6 players at
a time with social distancing and they will not need the hall facilities. Our
hope for a ladies' team has not been realised unfortunately due to lack of
numbers/domestic matters frequently taking priority.

We are very much hoping that we can start to schedule bookings as from
September when we can finally have an AGM (which had been in the diary
for June 18). We will advertise a date as soon as we are allowed to use the
hall again. If there are matters that anyone wishes to raise, please let me
know so that I can add to the agenda for that meeting. The positions of
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are held for one year only and so further
elections will have to be made. Current occupants are allowed to be
re-elected for another year provided they are willing to stand but other
nominations, together with a seconder, will be welcome. Please let me
know ( derek.jewell@ndm.ox.ac.uk ).

D P Jewell Chairman Millennium Hall Committee

It is with regret that we have decided not
to hold the annual Walk the Moor event
this year due to COVID-19.  However, we
invite you to take your own walks across
Otmoor on 5 July to show your
appreciation for the wildlife and history
of this beautiful place.
Should you choose to, remember that it
is your responsibility to follow the latest
guidance on safety and social distancing.

We’ll see you next year!
www.walkthemoor.com
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The tennis club is open again
We are back!!  After a lengthy closure of the tennis courts, the Horton-cum-
Studley tennis club is now open again for members to play. Under restrictions.

Currently, only members can play. But if it is any consolation, we are cheap,
and there is still room for more members. We allow for both singles and
doubles play, but there are restrictions around swapping rackets, not
running down balls that are heading towards other players, not changing
the height of the nets, etc. We post the latest guidance and restrictions on
the gate to the courts and on the bulletin board by the courts. You can also
find the most updated guidance on our website:
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HortonCumStudleyTennisClubOxford and on
our facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/hsctennisclub/ - you can
also learn more about membership on our website.

New logo
During lockdown, we launched a competition to find a new logo, and at
the end of May, the tennis committee found its winner. With many great
entries, we had a lengthy discussion to find the one that we agreed would
be the best to represent us, and we landed on Alex's tennis ball with
Wimbledon-purple flames. We were expecting to have only one winner,
but ended up deciding for a runner up as well, Kit's slogan, Tennis is the
Best. Thanks to everyone who submitted their entries for the competition.

Morten Schidt, chair of Horton-cum-Studley Tennis Club

Alex won 1st prize in the
logo competition and was
awarded a Babolat adult
racket.

Kit was a close runner up in
the competition and won a
Babolat junior racket.

Our new logo and slogan
'Tennis is the Best' and we
couldn't agree more!
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Horton-cum-Studley Tennis Club
COME & PLAY!

We are a family friendly club that encourages players of all abilities, and
everyone is invited to join the club and enjoy the lovely courts!

Annual membership is available for adults (£47), juniors (£20) & families (£80).

 Contact our membership secretary bex.hopkins@btinternet.com 07714 746904 for
a membership form.

Please visit our new club website and facebook page.
web: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HortonCumStudleyTennisClubOxford

facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hsctennisclub

Horton-cum-Studley Gardening Club
Gardens are looking wonderful. Roses in particular have been magnificent,
despite the lack of rain. The shrub roses, ramblers and climbers in my
garden fill the air with scent. It rained a little today and the sticky leaves
on my Sweet Briar (Eglantine Rose) released their apple fragrance. What
a lovely native rose. On a damp breezy day, you may unexpectedly catch
the sweet scent, when walking beside a hedgerow - look out for it. The
single pink flowers look like those of a dog rose but that apple fragrance
is very special. The hips are a source of Vitamin C - those of us with wartime
or immediately post-war childhoods will remember rose-hip syrup.
Apparently collecting hips for National Rose Hip Syrup went on until the
early 1950s.

Sadly all our visits have been cancelled but we still hope to hold some
type of social event at the end of August. For more information about
our programme see www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/
If you would like to know more about the Gardening Club, please contact
the chairman, Susan Burge 01865 351310.
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Horton-cum-Studley WI News
We are still unable to anticipate when we may be able to re-start our members'
meeting and activities and are continuing to follow Government and
Federation guidance.  We hope it won't be too long before we can see each
other again and hope that everyone is keeping well and safe in the meantime.

Please contact the committee via our Secretary, Jane Pennington (01865
358800) or President, Barbara Raleigh (01865 358955) for news or support.
With our best wishes to all.

Giant Pumpkin Growing 2020
It seems like the perfect year to be growing something really BIG in your
garden! We plan to get this competition up and running and see how things
are in the autumn for the weigh in.

Plants are FREE this year so please just take one (or more if you wish) from
outside 3 Mill Lane, Horton-cum-Studley.  Any questions or if you would
like me to drop one off just let me know. Thank you and Good Luck!

Cathy Jenkins 07941 245726

Swans on the path to Beckley by Cathy Jenkins
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Running weekly in Horton-cum-Studley
Fully qualified and experienced instructor

Personal training and Indian head massage also available
For further details or to make a booking ring

Pauline  01865 351367 07710 588367
pauline@plcfitness.co.uk

Gemma Johnson BSc MChS HCPC
Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Call for more info or to book an appointment.
Home Visits available

Appointments available at:
The Park Sports Centre, Holton, Oxfordshire OX33 1QZ
T: 07969 321909
E: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist@outlook.com
W: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist.moonfruit.com

OXFORDBEES.CO.UK

Various scents available including:
Strawberry & Vanilla - Pomegranate
Pina Colada - Orange & Bergamot

Resin paws impregnated with your cat/dog hair presented in a modern
box frame. Also full sized resin horseshoes with horse hair.
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PIANO & MUSIC THEORY TUITION
Music graduate of Oxford University with 10+ years teaching experience at all ages
and abilities. Beginners to advanced pupils welcome.

�� First lesson half price with no obligation
� Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Musicians
� Enhanced DBS available for inspection upon request
� Fee: £20 per half hour. Daytime only
� Based in Wheatley

Contact: Robin Hagues MA(Oxon)
T: 01865–872618 E: robin@robinhagues.co.uk

SPANISH & ITALIAN TUITION
Native speaker and graduate of London University offers language tuition at

any level from beginners to advanced students.
� 20 years teaching experience
� BA (Hons) in Italian - University of London
� Beginners/Intermediate general conversation - all ages welcome
� Tuition for students studying for GCSE or A Level Examinations
� DBS check with certificate available for viewing on request
� Tutor based in Horton-cum-Studley
� Rates: £40 per hour or £50 for 90 minutes

Contact: Martha Lucia Harrison Email: marthalucia193@hotmail.com
Mobile: 07580 279103      Home: 01865 686155

Field View Farm Shop
Opening times are

Wednesday to Friday 08.00-17.30
Saturday 08.00-16.00
Sunday 10.00-14.00

Corner Farm, Oakley Road, Horton-cum-Studley

Tel: 01865 358933     Email: andy@fieldviewfarmshop.co.uk
www.fieldviewfarmshop.co.uk

5 STARS
FOOD &
HYGENE
SAFETY
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Gain a clear perspective on your financial future

Tel: 01635 601188 | Mob: 07876 275371
Email: tanya.werrell@sjpp.co.uk | www.tanyawerrell.co.uk

TANYA WERRELL

I provide a comprehensive wealth management service, offering
specialist face-to-face advice tailored to you. My services
include:

• Investment Planning • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning • Intergenerational Planning

For further details please contact:

H2SJP0021 01/20
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MOT tests while you wait or while you’re at work
379 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 2BS

Tel: 01865 714714      Email: cowleyroadmotsltd@gmail.com
Website: www.cowleyroadmots.co.uk/

Email: bookings @ccbcars.com

Online: www.ccbcars.com

01865 876699

07585 699908

Airport transfers
Door to door

Modern Executive Cars

Fully licenced local drivers

Professional and reliable

Free in car Wi-Fi

Pre-bookings only

QUALITY KITCHENS NOT COSTLY SHOWROOMS
LIQUID SPACE DESIGN LTD

We are based in Horton-cum-Studley
VERY HIGH QUALITY KITCHENS

Over 900 kitchens installed in the last 10 years
Over 30 years experience in kitchen industry

Please view our work at
www.liquidspacedesign.co.uk

Tel: 07786 938640 enquiries@liquidspacedesign.co.uk
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Windmill Windows Est 1999
A local family run business supplying and installing a large range of

products in all materials

Windows, Doors, Bi-folds & Patio Sliders,
Conservatories, Facia/Soffit & Guttering, Glazing

Please call us or visit our website for information. All quotations are free of
charge or obligation.

Unit 1, Walnut Farm, 68 Worminghall Road, Oakley, Bucks HP18 9QY
01844 237070  www.windmillwindows.com

Repointing - Plastering

Specialist repairs to buildings using traditional lime products

www.hpgsolutions.co.uk
07876 10 50 10             Oxford

Heating Plumbing Gas
Building Services
Email: office@hpgsolutions.co.uk

Accredited Installer



34

PURE WATER CLEANING
We clean window glass, window frames, facias,

Conservatory roofs, gutters and downpipes,
Whatever you need cleaning.

● Smear-free glass, no job too small
● Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres

● Visits by appointment
● Fully trained and insured

Call Chris Black on 07857 985100
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Steve Washington
Plumbing, Heating, Leadwork Specialist

Free Estimates Given

Home: 01865 873577
Mobile: 07759 781794

Email: washingtonsltd@gmail.com

NJB Electrical is based in Oxford and covers all of Oxfordshire.
We pride ourselves on high quality electrical craftsmanship to meet your needs.

● All aspects of electrical work undertaken
● Electrical Inspection & Testing
● NICEIC Approved Domestic Installer
● Free Quotations

Please get in touch with us:
07976 827457 nick@njb-electrical.co.uk  www.njb-electrical.co.uk

NJB Electrical

Telephone: 01865 608123     Mobile: 07780 676521

Email: owenbennett@hotmail.co.uk

OWEN HANDYMAN SERVICES

All your jobs taken care of  -  one phone call - very good rates

Been in the business for 44 years - no job too big or too small

Work guaranteed, references on request
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Bee collecting pollen from an Alpine Helianthemum in Forest Hill by
Philip Leach

Bees from Green Tiles in Forest Hill by Maria Keenan


