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The editor writes:
I have greatly enjoyed collaborating with our new
Assistant Editor, Jonathan Barker, on this issue of
the magazine.  I am looking forward to working
with him on ideas for new features and other
content and we would love to have input from you
as well (see page  10).  We can both be contacted
by email at 4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

Once again, the Covid-19 situation has had a significant influence on our
daily lives and the change in focus of this magazine reflects this in many
different ways.  The list of church services, which is normally on page 5, is
absent once again, and the back cover, which would usually feature a big
community event, has been partly given over to advertising.  Sadly, the
village pages also contain a record number of obituaries this month.  Our
thoughts and prayers are especially with all those who have lost someone
they love at this strange and difficult time.

The limited re-opening of Stanton Village Shop is a hopeful sign for the future
but it is clear that we have a long way to go.  Stay safe and keep well!
Julia Stutfield

All contributions to this magazine are the sole responsibility of the author and do not imply
or represent any official editorial view or endorsement.

Our cover photo …
was taken by Alex Moxham-Jones, April 2020.

Alex was brought up in Beckley and her parents still live there.

If you have taken a photo which you think might be suitable for the
cover of the next magazine, please email it to

4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com



The Four Parishes News Magazine has 10 issues per year and is distributed
free of charge to approximately 850 addresses in Forest Hill, Horton-cum-

Studley, Stanton St John and Beckley.

To advertise in the magazine please email JULIA
adverts.4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

We welcome contributions or notices for future issues.
Please send them to:

Beckley
John Baker   Tel: 01865 351514  johnbaker245@btinternet.com

Forest Hill
Linda Goffey  Tel: 01865 873078  linda@goffey.co.uk

Horton-cum-Studley
Carol Welch Tel: 01865 358122  carol_welch20@hotmail.com

Stanton St John
Sue Baker  Tel: 01865 351449  susanjbaker24@gmail.com

The closing date for the Jul/Aug 2020 issue is 15 June 2020

The Four Parishes News Magazine is produced under the auspices of our
four village churches for the benefit of the whole community.  It is funded

by advertising revenue, which is used to cover the printing costs.

We are dependent on volunteers to assemble the content, book and invoice
the advertisers, compile and edit the magazine, collect it from the printers

and distribute it throughout the four parishes.  If you are interested in
getting involved, please email Julia at  4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com

Recent issues of the magazine are available to view online at
www.stnicolasforesthill.org/four-parishes

Editor: Julia Stutfield     Assistant Editor: Jonathan Barker
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Church Wardens
Beckley
Georgina Robson Tel: 01865 351637  gina.robson@virgin.net
Betty Dye   Tel: 07910 356343 betty.dye10@gmail.com

Forest Hill
Jane Walker  Tel: 01865 872399 lyttleton@btinternet.com
Pat Fraser   Tel: 01865 875679 triciaann49@gmail.com

Horton-cum-Studley
Andrew Payne  Tel: 01865 351018 andrewrobertsonpayne@gmail.com
Lynn Whitaker  Tel: 01865 358838 lyndawhitaker@btinternet.com

Stanton St John
Sheila Pullen  Tel: 01865 351210 dave.sheila53@gmail.com
Deirdre Young  Tel: 01865 351745 youngdee@live.co.uk

Benefice of Beckley, Forest Hill with Shotover,
Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St John

Ministry Team
We are extremely grateful to all of our volunteer clergy and Licensed
Lay Ministers for their generous support during our vacancy.  Please
contact the Church Wardens in the first instance with any enquiries.

Rev’d Hugh Lee      hugh.lee@btinternet.com
Tel: 01865 316245

Rev’d Canon Beau Stevenson  beaumont.stevenson@gmail.com

Rev’d Stephanie Bullock   stephaniebullock9@gmail.com

Rev’d Dr. Elizabeth Hoare   liz.hoare@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk

Betty Dye LLM      betty.dye10@gmail.com

Canon Prof. Nicholas Orme LLM N.I.Orme@exeter.ac.uk
Tel: 01865 512676

Jo Allen left the Four Parishes in May.  See page 8 for her farewell message



Message from Rev’d Hugh Lee
It is with great regret that our church buildings continue to be closed for
the time being in order for us to play our part in minimising the spread of
the coronavirus.  Despite this our church life continues.  There is a lot of
mutual support and prayer, and all the ministers listed on  the facing page
are more than happy to be contacted with any concerns or just for a chat.
As well as the church services on TV and radio., the diocese and many
churches continue to livestream services, see
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-19/livestream/

One of the many bad consequences of the lockdown is that we are not able
to give people appropriate farewells and welcomes. Jo Allen and her family
moved at the end of May from Stanton St John to Streatley to begin a curacy
there.  She tells us more on page 8.  There are many families with young
children in our four parishes who are enormously grateful to Jo for starting
the informal 'Family church' which has been meeting in village halls one or
two Sunday afternoons each month.  This has greatly enriched church life in
our benefice.  It has been wonderful to see young children excited by activities
explaining Bible stories and learning how much God loves them. Jo has given
parents and children a lot of support in the time she has lived here.  We wish
her God's continuing blessing in her ministry.  It is a happy God-incidence that
Goring & Streatley is where our  daughter Kate and her family live!  We hope
that, when the coronavirus retractions are sufficiently lifted, Jo and her family
will be able to come back for us to give them a proper farewell.

We are very excited that our new vicar, Anthea Beresford, will be starting
her ministry among us on 1 July.  She has very helpfully told us more on the
next two pages.  Normally there would have been a big service in one of
churches with the Bishop and civic representatives etc to welcome her and
legally 'induct' her to the benefice.  Nevertheless, we all give her a warm
welcome and look forward to getting to know her in these strange times.
We hope that we will be able to welcome Anthea appropriately when the
restrictions are lifted.

Please also remember the three couples from our four parishes who were
planning to get married this summer and have had to postpone their
weddings.  They are Sam & Becca, John & Val and Ian & Lisa.
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CHURCH NOTICE BOARD

A letter from Rev’d Anthea Beresford
Hi everyone,

I can't quite believe I'm sitting here in mid-May in
the Forest of Dean, writing to you in the Four
Parishes Benefice. I'm so excited that I'll soon be
your Vicar, but it seems such a long wait as I work
my notice in my current job. I continue to try to be
patient, but it's extremely hard! We were
exceedingly fortunate to have sneaked the interview
day in just before lockdown.

I can't write without acknowledging the extraordinary circumstances we
find ourselves in, which result in some uncertainty as to exactly when I can
physically be with you, and also noting that even when I am with you, things
will be far from how we'd normally expect them to be. That said, together,
we'll make the most of the situation, and hopefully get to know each other
as best we can, while keeping each other safe. There's no knowing what
the latest government, national and diocesan church guidance will be by
1 July when I am instituted, but together we'll follow whatever is required
of us, to keep each other as safe as possible.

So, a quick introduction. I'll be moving as soon as possible, and I imagine
that to begin with you'll see me out and
about walking my dog Bertie rather than
in church, as we'd have expected before
the pandemic. He's an eight-month-old
yellow Labrador, who came into my life
just as we were moving into lockdown.
Collecting him was my last 'essential
journey'! I thought a photo of him this
time would be good! He doesn't always
look as grubby as in this photo! But he
does rather love muddy puddles! He's been a great help to me during
lockdown, and I've helped him become a little braver in the outside world.
He doesn't realise how quiet it is compared to normal!



Currently I live in Cinderford in the Forest of Dean and am Associate Priest
in the Benefice of Cinderford with Littledean. I've lived here for nearly
twenty years, having moved from the South East London/Kent borders in
late 2000. I currently work full-time in the higher education sector with my
church role being on a self-supporting basis. I'm the third of four children
- probably the most mischievous one as a child! We're now spread between
Gloucestershire, Kent, and Devon. My Mum lives in Devon where she moved
about 30 years ago, with my Dad, who died nine years ago. I have three
grown up nephews, who've been a huge part of my life. I'm sure you'll see
and hear more of them over the coming years!

I first heard about the Four Parishes Benefice on 2 July 2019. Since then I've
rested with the possibility of becoming your Vicar, praying about it, and
patiently waited for the advert, and for the timing to be right for me to be
in the position to be able to apply. I was really excited when I first read
about you. I fell in love with you and was almost too scared to dare to get
overly excited! I planned a visit for October and bought myself an OS map
ready for me to explore. New emotions were aroused as I visited each of
the churches - suddenly everything was becoming more real. You weren't
just information on paper. My excitement grew, but still I tried not to get
ahead of myself and the application process.

For me, this has already been an incredible journey. Step by step each little
detail has fitted into place just when it needed to. I feel very much that God
has been drawing me on this journey towards you. I've trusted and He's
led. So even with the timing of my physical move being uncertain, I trust
that all will be well. We'll be together in time, and I trust that whatever
that looks like, and even if at a safe distance, we can grow together as
friends, and in our journeys of faith.

So, until we meet, please be assured of my prayers. And I ask you to pray
for me as I prepare to leave here, unable to say our 'goodbyes' as we would
in 'normal' times. I pray that you all remain safe and well, and I look forward
to being with you as soon as that's possible

God bless,

Anthea
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A farewell message from Joanna Allen
It's been an absolute delight to see Jesus at work in our villages, and I am
going to miss you all. Thanks to your generosity and support, you've kept
both us and the church thriving.

I have been training as a priest at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, for the last three
years, with a weekly placement in this benefice, and have spent my time
leading Family Church. This is a church for those who want to explore their
faith in a relaxed environment, and for those who are asking what
Christianity is all about. Pre-Covid-19, we gathered in Horton Village Hall
on the first Sunday of every month for sung worship, prayers and an adult
discussion whilst our children enjoyed their kids' groups, followed by dinner
for all. Then, to keep in touch, we gathered in each other's homes on the
third Sunday of every month to discuss a bible passage and how our faith
is going, share food and pray for one another. Now we continue to meet
as a church online, gathering biweekly at 4pm for family worship and
8.30pm for a bible study; if you would like to join in, contact Revd. Hugh
Lee (details on page 4). We have also been running a small Alpha course
online and I have loved every minute. It's been a source of joy and strength
to walk with my Christian brothers and sisters at this time. They are
incredibly precious in God's eyes, I love them dearly and will miss them
very much.

I have been called to new pastures: Goring and Streatley with South Stoke,
where I will continue to share the love of Jesus in rural England. In light of
Covid, the Vicar and I are still discussing my job description, but I know
he's keen for me to help with the youth work, and I'm keen to continue
the work of encouraging the church to love those who wouldn't normally
attend, beginning new expressions of church and preaching. I am part of
the National Guiding Team for Rural Fresh Expressions* and am continuing
my academic study through an MA at the Christian Mission Society. The
world often forgets the rural church, but Jesus loves it and I am excited to
keep joining in with His work.

With Love,
Jo

*Fresh Expressions is a movement for church growth that covers all denominations, the
Church of England among them.  See https://freshexpressions.org.uk/ for more information.



GENERAL NOTICES

Local resources
Our fantastic local businesses continue to work extremely hard to support
everyone in the community.  As lockdown restrictions ease, some of the
arrangements below will change so please use the contact details to check
the latest situation.

The Village Shop, Stanton St John
(01865 351532 / www.stantonvillageshop.co.uk) / text/whatsapp 07795
415819 or email stantonvillageshop@gmail.com
The shop  is open 9am to 1pm weekdays and
Saturday and 9am to 11am Sunday.  The
reduced hours enable deliveries to continue
to those who are not yet going out and also
for shelves to be re-stocked whilst adhering
to social distancing.  Newspapers will
continue to be delivered all week.  The shop
will be two at a time only but if you prefer to
do a kerbside collect at an agreed time, please order by email or telephone.

The Abingdon Arms, Beckley
(01865 655667 / www.theabingdonarms.co.uk)
Pub shop open 12 noon to 8pm Wednesday to Saturday, 11am to 4pm
Sunday.  Take away / delivery menu available between 5-8pm
Wednesday to Saturday, 12-4pm Sunday.
Please reserve meals in advance if possible. Card payments only please.

Field View Farm Shop, Horton-cum-Studley
(01865 358933 / www.fieldviewfarmshop.co.uk)
Andy offers an excellent range of meats, pies, and fresh vegetables.

Rectory Farm Shop, Stanton St John
(01865 358309 / www.rectoryfarmpyo.co.uk/ /
email: shop@rectoryfarmpyo.co.uk)
Open Tuesday-Sunday from 9.30am. Online ‘click and collect’ ordering
and local deliveries are available.  See website for more details.

(Continued over)
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The White Horse, Forest Hill
(Call in advance 01865 873927 or
see the menu at www.whitehorseforesthill.co.uk/ )
Take Away service is available during our kitchen Lunch and Evening
opening hours Tuesday to Sunday.

Islip Community Shop
(01865 375715 / islipvillageshop.org)
Islip Village Shop is closed to visitors until further notice but is able to
offer a local delivery service.  See website for details.

“Knowing our Neighbours”: a new feature for 4PNM
We have some remarkable people living in our Four Parishes. Some have
extraordinary personal histories, others are doing interesting and important
jobs in the workplace or as volunteers.

We would like to start a new feature that profiles interesting locals,
whether in business, the arts, academia, healthcare or any other area. We
have a few ideas of people to feature but need recommendations too:
suggestions welcome!

Contact Jonathan Barker: 4parishesnewsletter@gmail.com.

Spotlight on Local Government
During this time of national crisis it's important to know what our local
government is doing to help. We regularly feature an article from our local
MP, John Howell, and over the next few months we will be giving the
opportunity to our local County and District councillors to have their say too.

This month we're starting with our county councillor, Liberal Democrat
Tim Bearder, who represents the Wheatley ward
which includes Forest Hill, Stanton St John and
Beckley.  Tim worked for the BBC for 12 years where he
wrote for News Online, presented a local music
programme and reported on BBC South Today.  He grew
up in rural Oxfordshire and now runs a successful film and
production company specialising in social and political
campaigns.   He is a keen environmentalist and runner.



From Cllr Tim Bearder
What has been so heartening about being the County councillor for the
Wheatley Division during the COVID crisis is the affirmation of a genuine
community spirit. I had often attended the regular meetings in the villages
and saw at first hand the hard work and dedication that your local parish
councillors put into keeping our villages functioning, but in the past three
months that effort has stepped up dramatically and involved a much wider
pool of residents - it has been incredible.

All Oxfordshire's District Councils, along with the County Council, came
together and established oxfordshireallin.org which has been coordinating
community groups and providing support when it has been needed. South
Oxfordshire District Councillor, Sarah Gray, has been allocated a £2,000
emergency fund for COVID emergencies. If you are in that part of the
magazine's distribution (check the name on your bins if you're in any doubt)
do contact her if you think you might qualify.

Control of the councils has been seeded to officers with delegated powers.
That is slowly easing now, with meetings beginning to come back online
both literally and metaphorically, particularly the all important planning
committees though there is a hefty backlog and the meetings will be taken
with Microsoft TEAMS so it won't be easy.

The 'paused' Expressway and the SODC local plan remain a grave concern
to me and I watch both carefully. We haven't yet been told when the
Inspector's examination in public will take place but it is likely to be the
first ever conducted virtually and will probably take place in July. This won't
give our parishes much time to prepare to defend their positions - already
we see archaeological digs taking place in the fields next to Wick Farm so
it is a very real and present danger.

One positive to come out of all this is a renewed enthusiasm for cycling.
The county will be given around £2.5m to spend on some quick fixes over
the next few weeks. That is unlikely to be spent in any significant amount
in our rural area but it does illustrate that the new normal could be more
people powered and less Expressway through greenbelt. Fingers crossed!

Tim Bearder’s contact details are:
Email: tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk  Mobile: 07789 754727



1212

Oxford-Cambridge Expressway Update
Campaigning in the time of Covid-19
The No Expressway Group (NEG) has put its campaign 'on hold' for the time
being, but is keeping watch over various developments that might affect us
all.  At time of writing, there are rumours that the post-Budget 'pausing' of
the Oxford Cambridge expressway plans announced in the Road Investment
Strategy for the period 2020 to 2025, RIS2, (reported in the April Newsletter)
may be lifted in the next two months.  Readers will remember rumours of
the cancellation of HS2 in late 2019 before it was finally given the go ahead,
against much local opposition, in February of this year.

Excessive housing remains the biggest threat across the Ox-Cam Arc.  In
March the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
(MHCLG) produced a 'Planning for the Future' document that includes the
usual trope justifying building so many new houses; "Our children should
be able to put down roots in the places where they grew up, rather than
being priced out and forced to move away."  The UK population is predicted
to grow by 16% by 2050, approximately 8% by natural growth and 8% by
immigration from elsewhere.  In Oxfordshire's case a 16% increase would
require only an additional 46,000 houses by 2050 (the Oxfordshire Growth
Board deal is for more than twice this number of houses to be delivered
by the mid 2030s).  Anything over and above these figures are not for our
children but are instead for growth above the average national rate, about
which there should be a full public debate. How much growth do we need?
How much growth do we want?

NEG will resume active campaigning only when it is safe to do so.  In the
mean-time, we thank all our supporters and urge them to stay safe and
support our neighbours and communities through these difficult times.

Actions
� Until the expressway is officially cancelled our STOP the Ox-Cam

Expressway petition remains open at noexpressway.org/petition-signup
� Sign up to receive our email updates noexpressway.org/#newsletter
� Follow us on Facebook, facebook.com/noexpresswaygroup/,  and

Twitter @no_expressway
For all lockdown news about the Ox-Cam Arc developments visit
noexpressway.org.  To contact us please email noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com



Wheatley Library
To discover the extraordinary online materials offered by
the library service go to https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
scroll down and select  "More Libraries"

To fully appreciate everything on offer you need to be a library member
but that is a simple online form and you will receive your borrower number
via email within 3 working days.  The link to join is on the same page.

Digital Offers
eBooks and eAudio
Over 20 000 ebooks and over 3500 eAudio books available to borrow.
News, magazines and research
Here is just a small sample of the over 6000 publications available
through the library subscription

Newpapers:  Metro, the Sun, Daily Mail, Evening Standard, Daily
Mirror, The Times (from Newsbank), The Daily Telegraph, Daily
Express, I, Financial Times, The Guardian.
Magazines:  Good Housekeeping, OK!, Stylist, The Week, TV Times,
The People's Friend, Woman's Own, Cosmopolitan, New Scientist,
Wired UK, Woman's Health, Men's Health, Amateur Photography

Music streaming service Naxos Music Library
Access to over 2 million tracks (more than 150,538 discs) of classical music
with an exceptionally wide range of standard and rare repertoire - content
from over 940 labels (major and independent).

Summer Reading Challenge 2020 'Silly Squad'
The annual Summer Reading Challenge for children aged 4-11 is on the
horizon and it's going online this year. We plan to extend the Challenge
by a few weeks either side of the usual school holiday but dates are yet
to be confirmed. The 2020 theme is 'Silly Squad': a celebration of funny
books, happiness and laughter, featuring artwork from award-winning
children's author and illustrator Laura Ellen Anderson.

Our Facebook and Twitter posts include book discussions every Thursday,
a regular nursery rhyme spot and our #MixUpMonday anagrams.

Website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries  Twitter: @oxonlibraries
Facebook: Oxfordshire Libraries  Facebook: Friends of Wheatley Library



1414

The Maple Tree, Littleworth Road, Wheatley
The Maple Tree is a community charity (registration no. 1174117) based in
Wheatley.  We serve families from Wheatley and surrounding villages,
including Stanton St John, Forest Hill, Horton -cum-Studley and Beckley &
Stowood.  We also oversee the Forest Hill Baby & Toddler Group.

The Maple Tree is currently closed although we are doing our best to run
a remote programme including interactive Facebook Live sessions on a
Tuesday and Thursday morning at 11am for storytelling, singing and ideas
for activities for you to do at home.  You will also find cooking videos,
gardening videos and much more -
https://www.facebook.com/TheMapleTreeWheatley/

We are delighted to have formed a 'lockdown' partnership with Botley
Bridges, NHS Health Visitors, Oxfordshire Breastfeeding Support,
OXPIP, Motherkind Café, Donnington Doorstep, Flos in the Park and
Oxford Sling Library and have created two new virtual baby groups on a
Wednesday morning for babies born since the 1 March 2020.  These
groups are very popular - we already have over 50 new parents
subscribed.  If you would like to join us for the 10am session, email
hayley@mapletree.org.uk and we will send you a Zoom invite.

A word from our Treasurer, Amanda Smith:  "In these challenging times we
continue to provide a much needed service to families online and by phone.
Temporary closure of the centre is extremely problematic for us.  We derive
about a quarter of our income from parental donations at sessions,
fundraising activities and lettings charges, all of which are lost at the present
time while our overheads continue. We have been very heartened to receive
nearly £4000 in individual donations from an appeal to our friends and
supporters.  We would be delighted to hear from anyone else who would like
to make a one off donation or sign up to become a 'Friend of the Maple Tree'
with a monthly standing order of £5 or more".

We have launched a fun "3 minute or 3 mile sponsored challenge" on
our website http://www.mapletree.org.uk/ and would appreciate as
many families as possible joining us to raise much needed funds.

Hayley Hayle (Coordinator)



BECKLEY

Beckley and Stowood Parish Council
The June PC meeting due to be held on Thursday 4 June 2020 has been
cancelled.  The Government has temporarily removed the legal
requirement for PCs to hold public meetings in person during the
Coronavirus pandemic.  These regulations came into force on 4tApril 2020
and apply to meetings until 7 May 2021.  The PC will continue to function
remotely by email to ensure the continuous business of the Council.  Parish
Council information, including planning applications, is available on the
website www.beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk.  The Clerk's email address
is clerk@beckley-and-stowood-pc.gov.uk if you wish to contact the Parish
Council.

Tennis Court and Playground - the playground remains closed until further
notice.  Our green spaces are still open for permitted daily exercise. The
tennis court is closed for repairs to the surface and will re-open when the
work has been completed. Please follow government guidance and stay at
least two metres apart, and if the open spaces are busy, you should not
use them.  Safety checks will not be carried out during these restrictions.

The Otmoor Flyer - the bus service has been suspended until further notice.

For information on Beckley Village Hall please see
www.beckleyvillagehall.org and to make a booking please contact Stuart
Marshall at booking@beckleyvillagehall.org - the village hall is currently
closed until further notice.

Fix My Street: find and report road or street problems at
www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Examples of faults you can report - abandoned vehicles; dog fouling; fly
posting or graffiti; fly tipping or litter; street cleaning, such as broken glass
in a cycle lane; unlit lamp posts; potholes.

Reminder from the Parish Council: Please clean up after your dog and
dispose of bagged waste in the dual-waste litter bin on the playing field.
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BECKLEY (continued)

Patsy Sims
19 July 1932 - 5 April 2020

Patricia (Patsy) Joan Morgan was born in Batugajah in Malaya.  When the
Japanese invaded northern Malaya in December 1941, she and her mother
(then pregnant with her sister, Caroline) were forced to undertake a
perilous journey back to England leaving behind her father, Graham.  With
news of the Fall of Singapore in February 1942, Graham was presumed
dead, but months later, the family heard he had escaped to India and they
were finally reunited in 1946.

Patsy was educated at Monmouth School and trained as an Occupational
Therapist in Oxford before moving to London to work at the Middlesex
Hospital.  She married Peter Sims in 1957 and they lived in Scotland,
Germany, Malaysia and Tonbridge before moving to Beckley in 1981. They
had two daughters, Jane and Katie, and five grandchildren: Thomas, Toby,
Ella, Polly and Phoebe, who all brought immense joy to them.

Patsy was a very loyal and loving wife to Peter, nursing him when he had
his first heart attack in 1979, as well as through the subsequent major heart
operations.  Patsy herself had developed breast cancer in 1978, but
thankfully it then lay dormant for many years.  Sadly, and possibly due to
the shock of Peter's sudden death in 2007, the breast cancer returned.  In
May 2013 Patsy learned that she had advanced breast cancer which had
already spread to the bone.  For 7 years she remained incredibly strong
and resolute, bearing her illness with immense courage.

Patsy was gifted artistically and sewed beautifully.  She loved cooking, art,
gardening and flowers as well as her embroidery, for which she had a real
talent.  As her health diminished, she gained great pleasure from music,
from Queen to Jonas Kaufmann, but when all was said and done, she
always said her first love was Chopin.

We hope that she has now found peace again, reunited with Peter after
13 years apart.



Christopher Hall
With sadness Christopher John Hall passed away suddenly on 28 March 2020.
Christopher was born in Beckley at Lombardy and lived there all his life.

He enjoyed working the market garden with his tractor and father.

Christopher will be greatly missed as a brother, uncle and great uncle.

Edward (Ted) Cloke
Ted died peacefully at home on 12 March 2020 after a debilitating illness
borne with customary stoicism.

Mourned, loved and respected by all his family who miss him greatly and
will always do so.

************

FOREST HILL

News from St Nicolas
A letter from our new vicar, Rev’d Anthea Beresford, can be found on pages
6 - 7.  At the time of writing our church remains closed, but our beautiful,
peaceful churchyard is open for quiet contemplation.

We remember
Bill Shepherd
Bill, who lived in Forest Hill all his life, passed away on 30 March.   We send
our sympathy to Jill his partner, his brother Michael,  Michael's wife
Veronica and their family at this sad time.  The family would like to arrange
a memorial service at St Nicolas Church at a later date when restrictions
are lifted.

Joyce Moores
Joyce, late of Waterstock and Forest Hill, passed away (in Marston Court
Residential Home) on 22 April.   Our sympathy to Andrew and Michael
Moores and their families.   A memorial service will follow at St Nicolas
Church at a later date.
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Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council
As we thankfully and cautiously move into the next phase of the Covid-19
virus lockdown there will be more people and vehicles out in the
community. Please be aware of where you are parking your cars so that
you are not causing hazards for pedestrians, cyclists and car drivers. If you
have hedges which have not been cut for a while please make sure they
are not overhanging pathways, and if you have had a skip outside your
property for some time please make sure there are no pieces of glass, nails
or debris on the surrounding area which could be a hazard and/or cause
damage to bicycles and cars.

The Parish Council has continued to conduct council business remotely
during the lockdown and unfortunately it was necessary to cancel the
Annual Parish meeting for this year. Meetings are being conducted
remotely until we receive Government guidance on when we can hold
physical meetings.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 25 June, at 7pm.
Agendas and minutes will be posted on the website and main notice board
outside the Village Hall. If you would like to attend a meeting via Zoom or
have issues you would like to have raised on your behalf please contact
the clerk.

The website address is: www.parish-council.com/foresthillwithshotover

You can contact Helen Cross, the Parish Council Clerk, tel: 0844 884 3328
or email address: theclerk@foresthillwithshotover-pc.org.uk

Magazine distribution in Forest Hill
We are grateful to members of the Forest Hill Covid-19 Community
Response Team, who once again took on the distribution of this magazine,
collecting copies of the May issue from a box in the church porch, as part
of their daily exercise, and delivering to neighbours in Forest Hill on the
way home.  Most of our regular distributors are in the ‘vulnerable’ category
for Covid-19 and would not have been in a position to do this.

We are also extremely thankful to key workers from Forest Hill who are
doing so much to provide support to us and the wider community.  We
hope everyone is managing to stay safe during this difficult time.



HORTON-cum-STUDLEY

St Barnabas
A letter from our new vicar, Rev’d Anthea Beresford, can be found on pages
6 - 7. There is also a ‘farewell’ letter from our Ordinand, Jo Allen on page 8.

AddER (adding extra resilience) group
An application to the SSE Covid-19 Community Fund has resulted in a £1500
grant to provide tablet computers to enable self-isolating residents to keep
in contact through the Covid19 emergency response.

Villager needs from the AddER group volunteers have declined over the
last few weeks as local shopping/supply systems have become more
available. Although some restrictions are easing, don't hesitate to get in
touch for support from the AddER group, either by e-mail on
hortonparishcouncilhelp@gmail.com or phone 07850 004700.

Millennium Village Hall
With the hall, children's play area and the playing field having been shut
for the last 7 weeks or so, there is little to report. Some activity has occurred
on the field nevertheless which is unfortunate even when those ignoring
the ruling have been challenged. The notice about the closure on the gate
across the footpath from The Green has been removed. It is sad to think
such irresponsible behaviour has occurred especially if that has involved
villagers. Many of you may have noticed that the main gate from the
straight mile into the playing field has been padlocked. This was largely
done in response to reports of travellers invading open spaces in Tiddington
and Thame and the padlock will remain until the potential threat has gone.

Following the Prime Minister's statement, the field is now open for exercise
and dog walking with access from The Green. Please keep 2m apart and no
team games. However, the children's play area will remain closed until
schools partly reopen next month. In line with the recommendation the
tennis courts can also be used but players need to be from the same family.
The hall will remain shut for the time being. For insurance purposes, I check
both inside and outside each week and Pete Whitaker continues to do the
weekly fire check.
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Message from PC David Scott, Thames Valley Police.
(Abridged following new Government guidance just prior to submission):
It has come to my attention that there have been potential breaches of the
Covid-19 legislation in Horton Cum Studley. It is the responsibly of all of us
to abide by the requirements laid out by the Government if we are to reduce
the spread of the Coronavirus.

I was contacted by a resident to advise that the village hall, children's
playground and sporting facilities had recently had the closure sign
removed against government guidelines.

If anyone notices any activity in breach of the Covid-19 regulations please
inform us over Thames Valley Police website www.thamesvalley.police.uk.
There is a link on the website where incidents can be reported.

Horton-cum-Studley Tennis Club - now open!
We are delighted to re-open the courts again and members can now book a court
and play, as per the Government advice on 10 May.

There are some restrictions in place, which members will have to adhere to, as
well as following the LTA / HcS Club Guidance for safe play relating to Covid-19,
and Government Social Distancing guidelines.

Annual membership is available for adults (£47), juniors (£20) & families (£80), contact
our membership secretary bex.hopkins@btinternet.com for a membership form.

Please visit our new club website and facebook page.
web: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/HortonCumStudleyTennisClubOxford
facebook: https://www.facebook.com/hsctennisclub

We look forward to seeing you back on court soon!

Best wishes, HCS Tennis Club Committee



Anneke Lyster 1926 - 2020
Anneke and I moved to Horton-cum-Studley in 1964 and quickly joined
into the social life of the village. She became
the 'Avon calling' lady, meeting many
residents through this. She was an
enthusiastic member of the Women's
Institute, serving many of her forty years on
the committee.

For more than twenty-seven years she
worked in the Churchill Hospital as a Ward
Clerk and in the administration. On many of
my activities in the village: Horse Show,
Otmoor Challenge, World War II, she was my
strong support. Her coffee mornings -
complete with Netherlands specialities were
well known, and always her Dutchness showed through. She will miss all
of us a little but we shall miss her a lot. We are planning to celebrate her
life in the village at some time later in the year.   Basil Lyster

Horton-cum-Studley Parish Council
The Parish Council will continue to operate remotely using video
conferencing for meetings. Meeting will continue to take place at 7.30pm
on the second Thursday of every month. Any Parishioners wishing to join
the meeting can email hortoncumstudleyparishcouncil.gmail.com and they
will be sent an invitation.

Minutes will be published on the Village website, and posted in the bus
shelters as normal. The Parish Council appreciates the sensible approach
the Parishioners continue to take towards Social Distancing.

The next Parish Council meeting is 11 June 2020.

WI News
We have no knowledge of when regular monthly meetings may start up
again. In the meantime the committee will continue to offer help, as able,
to anyone during this time. The committee can be contacted via Jane
Pennington: 01865 358800.
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Horton cum Studley Gardening Club
First I hope you are well and that your gardens as well as the surrounding
countryside are providing some relief from the stress of social isolation.

Our gardens look particularly beautiful
as we have so much time to keep on top
of the weeding, clipping and tidying.
There is so much to celebrate in June
with old favourites such as roses,
peonies, alliums, geraniums (cranesbills),
aquilegias (granny's bonnet) and
foxgloves all in bloom. Rapidly growing
herbaceous plants need supporting -
woven hazel looks particularly lovely.
Look out for lily beetles (bright red) and the rather smart rosemary beetles
(shiny metallic green, with longitudinal bronze stripes) and do destroy them
before they do too much damage. Evenings are a good time for therapeutic
squashing.  Garden centres are set to reopen at the time of writing, so you
may have dashed off for a little cheering retail therapy.

I am not sure if our July outing will go ahead, but please see the website
www.horton-cum-studley.org.uk/community/clubs/ for more information .

If you would like to know more about the Gardening Club please contact
the chairman, Susan Burge 01865 351310.

Giant Pumpkin Growing 2020
It seems like the perfect year to be growing something really BIG in your
garden!

We plan to get this competition up and running and see how things are in
the autumn for the weigh in.

Plants are FREE this year so please just take one (or more if you wish) from
outside 3 Mill Lane, Horton-cum-Studley.

Any questions or if you would like me to drop one off just let me know.

Thank you and Good Luck!

Cathy Jenkins



STANTON ST JOHN

Stanton St John Community Café
Although the lockdown is starting to ease, it is sadly still not enough to
restart the Community Café. We look forward to being able to "meet
again", as soon as it is considered safe to do so, Watch this space.....

Stanton St John Women's Supper Group
Don't forget about the Supper Group, which we look forward to restarting,
as soon as it is safe to do so [ and the Talk House is able to re-open! ].

I'm sure our local pub will need our support, when they are able to re-open
and it will be so nice to meet again face-to-face - even if 2 m apart!

Stay safe everyone - watch this space as events unfold.

Stanton St John Parish Council
The Parish Council would like to remind all parishioners that the "Village
Support Network during the Coronavirus Epidemic" remains in place.

Details can be found on the front page of the parish council website,
parish-council.com/stantonstjohn/.

In line with South Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County
Council can we remind everyone not to light bonfires at this time. This is
to protect the respiratory health of the vulnerable and to avoid unnecessary
burden on the NHS. In addition to this, with larger numbers of people now
working from home and also looking after children, the smoke from such
bonfires can cause unnecessary nuisance to your neighbours.

At this time the Village Hall and Play Area remain closed as per Government
guidelines.

Email Distribution List
If you wish to be kept informed of current local news and events, please
send your email address to elaine.warner@icloud.com who will add your
name to the distribution list.  Please note that this is a distribution list only.
Please do not respond to the emails.  All notices sent should include a point
of contact for reply.
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Stanton St John V E Day celebrations - at a distance
On 8 May 1945 millions of people took to the streets and pubs to celebrate
peace, mourn their loved ones, and to hope for the future.  It seemed sad
to not mark this momentous day 75 years later without some
acknowledgement, even under our current restrictions.

A few Stanton St John neighbours decided to take to our front
driveways/pathways/gardens with a
deck chair and a glass in hand.  We
joined together (from a distance) to
once again celebrate peace and
mourn our loved ones, and to also
raise a glass to hope for our future
whilst we experience these strange
and difficult times.  We were
serenaded by old classics from Vera
Lynn and the sound of our wonderful
church bells could be heard. We all
then returned to inside our front
doors with a warm feeling that there is life beyond the virus. Let us not
forget what we can all achieve, together, just as in our war years.

Church Bells
Don’t forget to listen out for our lone bell ringer, Paul Lansdowne, who
kindly plans to ring a different bell every Thursday evening at 8pm whilst
we show our appreciation and clap our key workers.

Upcoming 'Even More than a Pub' virtual talks programme: please
see BACBS website at  https://bacbs.org/events

Sun 14 June, 6.30-7.30pm: Thriller author Lucy Atkins in conversation with
thriller writer Tony Strong (aka J P Delaney). Lucy Atkins lives in Oxford and,
just after lockdown, published ‘Magpie Lane’ – a psychological thriller set in
an Oxford college, described as “enthralling…creepy and compelling” by The
Times.

Sun 5 July, 6.30-7.30pm: 'Searching for exoplanets and alien extra-
terrestrial life' - Suzanne Aigrain, Professor of Astrophysics, University of
Oxford. Details to follow.



Field View Farm Shop
Opening times are

Wednesday to Friday 08.00-17.30
Saturday 08.00-16.00
Sunday 10.00-14.00

Corner Farm, Oakley Road, Horton-cum-Studley

Tel: 01865 358933     Email: andy@fieldviewfarmshop.co.uk
www.fieldviewfarmshop.co.uk

5 STARS
FOOD &
HYGENE
SAFETY

Email: bookings @ccbcars.com

Online: www.ccbcars.com

01865 876699

07585 699908

Airport transfers
Door to door

Modern Executive Cars

Fully licenced local drivers

Professional and reliable

Free in car Wi-Fi

Pre-bookings only

Barton Community Food Cupboard
The Barton Community Association, with support from

SOFEA, offers weekly food parcels that people can collect
direct from the Barton Neighbourhood Centre, Underhill

Circus, Oxford OX3 9LS between 2.30-4.00pm on a
Tuesday. Home deliveries can also be arranged.

For more information contact Sue Holden on 07866
460446 or email her at susanholden@hotmail.com
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Gain a clear perspective on your financial future

Tel: 01635 601188 | Mob: 07876 275371
Email: tanya.werrell@sjpp.co.uk | www.tanyawerrell.co.uk

TANYA WERRELL

I provide a comprehensive wealth management service, offering
specialist face-to-face advice tailored to you. My services
include:

• Investment Planning • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning • Intergenerational Planning

H2SJP0021 01/20



MOT tests while you wait or while you’re at work
379 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 2BS

Tel: 01865 714714      Email: cowleyroadmotsltd@gmail.com
Website: www.cowleyroadmots.co.uk/

Running weekly in Horton-cum-Studley
Fully qualified and experienced instructor

Personal training and Indian head massage also available
For further details or to make a booking ring

Pauline  01865 351367 07710 588367
pauline@plcfitness.co.uk

OXFORDBEES.CO.UK

Various scents available including:
Strawberry & Vanilla - Pomegranate
Pina Colada - Orange & Bergamot

Resin paws impregnated with your cat/dog hair presented in a modern
box frame. Also full sized resin horseshoes with horse hair.
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Gemma Johnson BSc MChS HCPC
Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Call for more info or to book an appointment.
Home Visits available

Appointments available at:
The Park Sports Centre, Holton, Oxfordshire OX33 1QZ
T: 07969 321909
E: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist@outlook.com
W: gemmajohnsonpodiatrist.moonfruit.com

PIANO & MUSIC THEORY TUITION
Music graduate of Oxford University with 10+ years teaching experience at all ages
and abilities. Beginners to advanced pupils welcome.

�� First lesson half price with no obligation
� Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Musicians
� Enhanced DBS available for inspection upon request
� Fee: £20 per half hour. Daytime only
� Based in Wheatley

Contact: Robin Hagues MA(Oxon)
T: 01865–872618 E: robin@robinhagues.co.uk

QUALITY KITCHENS NOT COSTLY SHOWROOMS
LIQUID SPACE DESIGN LTD

We are based in Horton-cum-Studley
VERY HIGH QUALITY KITCHENS

Over 900 kitchens installed in the last 10 years
Over 30 years experience in kitchen industry

Please view our work at
www.liquidspacedesign.co.uk

Tel: 07786 938640 enquiries@liquidspacedesign.co.uk



Windmill Windows Est 1999
A local family run business supplying and installing a large range of

products in all materials

Windows, Doors, Bi-folds & Patio Sliders,
Conservatories, Facia/Soffit & Guttering, Glazing

Please call us or visit our website for information. All quotations are free of
charge or obligation.

Unit 1, Walnut Farm, 68 Worminghall Road, Oakley, Bucks HP18 9QY
01844 237070  www.windmillwindows.com

Repointing - Plastering

Specialist repairs to buildings using traditional lime products

www.hpgsolutions.co.uk
07876 10 50 10             Oxford

Heating Plumbing Gas
Building Services
Email: office@hpgsolutions.co.uk

Accredited Installer
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PURE WATER CLEANING
We clean window glass, window frames, facias,

Conservatory roofs, gutters and downpipes,
Whatever you need cleaning.

● Smear-free glass, no job too small
● Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres

● Visits by appointment
● Fully trained and insured

Call Chris Black on 07857 985100



Steve Washington
Plumbing, Heating, Leadwork Specialist

Free Estimates Given

Home: 01865 873577
Mobile: 07759 781794

Email: washingtonsltd@gmail.com

NJB Electrical is based in Oxford and covers all of Oxfordshire.
We pride ourselves on high quality electrical craftsmanship to meet your needs.

● All aspects of electrical work undertaken
● Electrical Inspection & Testing
● NICEIC Approved Domestic Installer
● Free Quotations

Please get in touch with us:
07976 827457 nick@njb-electrical.co.uk  www.njb-electrical.co.uk

NJB Electrical

Telephone: 01865 608123     Mobile: 07780 676521

Email: owenbennett@hotmail.co.uk

OWEN HANDYMAN SERVICES

All your jobs taken care of  -  one phone call - very good rates

Been in the business for 44 years - no job too big or too small

Work guaranteed, references on request
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Shepherd’s Pool near Stanton St John
Photograph by Naomi Hinks from Forest Hill, May 2018


